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About This Document 

Plesk Modules API is designed to provide a third-party developer with means of 
creating custom Plesk-specific modules. This API is a collection of classes and 
independent functions.  

This API Reference provides information necessary for creating custom Plesk-specific 
modules. It comprises description of classes, independent functions and interfaces. 

Who Should Read This Document 

This guide is devoted to the developers who plan to do the following:  

Á extend the administering functionality of Plesk 'on the spot', without issuing a new 
version of Plesk 

Á link Plesk with additional applications or services using simple install and 
registration procedure 

 

Typographical Conventions 

The following kinds of formatting in the text identify special information. 

Formatting convention Type of Information Example 

Special Bold 

 

Items you must select, such as 
menu options, command 

buttons, or items in a list. 

Go to the QoS tab. 

C H A P T E R  1  

Preface 
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Formatting convention Type of Information Example 

Titles of chapters, sections, 
and subsections. 

Read the Basic Administration 

chapter. 

Italics Used to emphasize the 
importance of a point, to 
introduce a term or to 
designate a command line 
placeholder, which is to be 
replaced with a real name or 

value. 

The system supports the so 
called wildcard character 

search. 

Monospace  The names of style sheet 
selectors, files and directories, 

and CSS fragments.  

The license file is located in the 
httpdocs/common/license  

directory. 

Preformatted  On-screen computer output in 
your command-line sessions; 
source code in XML, C++, or 
other programming languages. 

# ls ïal /files  

total 14470  

Preformatted Bold  What you type, contrasted with 
on-screen computer output. 

# cd /root/rpms/php  

 
 

Feedback 

If you have found a mistake in this guide, or if you have suggestions or ideas on how to 
improve this guide, please send your feedback to userdocs@swsoft.com. Please 
include in your report the guide's title, chapter and section titles, and the fragment of 
text in which you have found an error. 

mailto:userdocs@swsoft.com
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This section of Plesk Modules API Reference contains syntax and semantic information 
for the Plesk Modules API functions.   

FUNCTION DESCRIPTION 

pm_alert (on page 11) Shows the specified error message in case an error 
occurs.  

pm_comm_button (on page 
12) 

Returns the HTML formatted code used to represent a 
button HTML element on the HTML page.  

pm_get_gpc (on page 13) Returns the value of the specified variable from the 
array of parameters passed in to a script via GET, 
POST, or COOKIE HTML method.  

pm_get_locale (on page 
14) 

Gets the currently set locale. 

pm_go_to (on page 14) Opens a certain URL in the specified window frame in 
the browser, and allows to specify some actions to 
perform before the URL is opened.  

pm_go_to_uplevel (on page 
15) 

Loads the upper-level URL to the currently active 
window frame in the browser. Also, allows to specify 
some actions to perform before URL is opened.   

pm_isset_gpc (on page 15) Checks whether the specified variable is present in the 
array of parameters passed in to a script via GET, 
POST, or COOKIE HTML method.  

pm_ldate (on page 16) Returns the specified date in the format defined in the 
$def_date_format global variable. 

pm_ldatetime (on page 17) Returns the specified date in the format defined in the 

$def_datetime_format global variable. 

pm_link_button (on page 
18) 

Returns the HTML formatted code used to represent a 
link button HTML element on the HTML page. 

pm_lmsg (on page 19) Translates the specified index into the message text 
taking into account the current locale settings. 

pm_ltime (on page 20) Returns the specified date in the format defined in the 

$def_time_format global variable. 

C H A P T E R  2  

Modules API Functions 
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FUNCTION DESCRIPTION 

pm_plesk_mail (on page 
21) 

Forms an email envelope for Plesk email user on basis 
of the standard set of information (to, subject, 
message, etc). 

pm_psaerror (on page 22) This function throws Plesk fatal exception. 

pm_safetyhtml (on page 
22) 

Modifies the specified HTML string (replaces HTML 
escape sequences with codes, etc.) 

pm_set_gpc (on page 23) Sets the specified variable to the global array of 
parameters passed in to a script via GET, POST, or 
COOKIE HTML method.  

pm_size_b_printing (on 
page 23) 

Accepts a string with the number of bytes and returns 
the formatted value in bytes for printing.  

pm_size_kb_printing (on 
page 24) 

Accepts a string with the number of bytes and returns 
the formatted value in kilobytes for printing.  

pm_size_mb_printing (on 
page 25) 

Accepts a string with the number of bytes and returns 
the formatted value in megabytes for printing.  

pm_size_pretty_printing (on 
page 28) 

A universal function that converts the passed in 
number of bytes to the best format (bytes/ 
KB/MB/GB/TB) so that the resulting value has a non-
zero integer part as small as possible.  

pm_time_pretty_printing 
(on page 28) 

Converts the number of seconds to a pretty format 
(e.g. exp: 2day(s) 12:45) 

pm_topnote (on page 29) The function adds a warning message with the 
specified text to the global array of messages of type 
MSG_WARNING according to its ID.  

pm_util_exec (on page 29) Safely runs the specified utility within Plesk exec 
wrapper.  

pm_util_io_exec (on page 
30) 

Safely executes the specified utility, passing in the data 
to the utilityôs input and reading the utilityôs output.   

pm_warning (on page 31) Adds a warning message with the specified text and 
without ID to the global array of messages of type 
MSG_WARNING.  

In addition to these API functions, there are two more GUI functions that serve the path 

bar GUI control located on the form. The pm_pathbarMaker( ) function should be 

called to guarantee the creation of the only instance of the pm_Pathbar ( on page 

118) class on the form. The pm_pathbarDestructor() function is designed to 

guarantee the destruction of the path bar with its parameters being saved to the  global 
scope first.  
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FUNCTION DESCRIPTION 

pm_pathbarMaker (on page 
32) 

Creates the only instance of the pm_Pathbar 

(on page 118)  class on the HTML form.  

pm_pathbarDestructor (on 
page 32) 

Saves parameters of the path bar GUI control to 
the global scope before this control is destroyed.  
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pm_alert 

Shows the specified error message in case an error occurs.  

Syntax 

pm_alert($msg)  

Parameters 

msg 
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      A string value with the message to display.  

Returns 

Nothing.  

Include:  pm.php.  

pm_comm_button 

Returns the HTML formatted code used to represent a button HTML element on the 
HTML page.  

Syntax 

pm_comm_button ($name, $conhelp, $handler, $enabled, $tabindex)  

Parameters 

name 

      A string value with the button name.  

conhelp 

      A string value with the context help index for this button. By default, this parameter 
holds an empty space.  

handler 

      A string value with the code of the onClick handler written in Javascript. By default, 
this parameter holds an empty space.  

enabled 

      A boolean value with the button status. Is set to true if the button is enabled, false 
otherwise. The default value is true. 

tabindex 

      A boolean value that is true if the button should have a tab index on the form, false 
otherwise. The default value is false.  

Returns 

A string value that holds the HTML formatted code of the buttonôs representation on the 
HTML page.  

Remarks 

If a button name consists of more than one word, the relevant name parameter should 
look as a set of words glued with the ó_ô (underscore) character.  
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A valid conhelp parameter should go without the ób_ô prefix.  

Include:  pm.php.  

pm_get_gpc 

Returns the value of the specified variable from the array of parameters passed in to a 
script via GET, POST, or COOKIE HTML method.  

Syntax 

pm_get_gpc ($name, $default_value)  

Parameters 

name 

      A string value that specifies the name of a variable to look in the array of 
parameters set via GET, POST, or COOKIE.  

default_value 

      A boolean value that is true if it is necessary to return the default value of this 
variable from the common array of parameters set via GET, POST, and COOKIE in 
case the specified variable has not been set in it. By default, it is set to false.  

Returns 

A string value of the specified variable.  
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Remarks 

In case the parameter name is specified incorrectly and Plesk fails to find it in the 
global array of parameters, it throws Plesk fatal exception.  

Include:  pm.php.  

pm_get_locale 

Gets the locale currently set for this session in the global set of parameters.  

Syntax 

pm_get_locale()  

Returns 

A string value with the current locale.  

Include:  pm.php.  

pm_go_to 

Opens a certain URL in the specified window frame in the browser, plus allows to 
specify some actions to perform before URL is opened.  

Syntax 

pm_go_to ($url, $target, $onLoad)  

Parameters 

url 

      A string value with the URL to load.  

target 

      A string value that specifies the target window frame. By default, the value is óselfô, 
which means that URL will be loaded to the currently active window frame.  

onLoad 

      A string value with the code in Javascript that will be executed before the URL is 
loaded. By default, this value is set to false. 

Returns 

Nothing.  

Remarks 
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A well-formed Javascript text passed in via the onLoad parameter should not contain 
double quotes.  

Include:  pm.php.  

pm_go_to_uplevel 

Loads the upper-level URL to the currently active window frame in the browser. Also, 
allows to specify some actions to perform before URL is opened.   

Syntax 

pm_go_to_uplevel ($page, $onLoad)  

Parameters 

page 

      A string value that specifies the page from which to go up. By default, the value is 
NULL (which means the current page).  

onLoad 

      A string value with the code in Javascript that will be executed before the URL is 
loaded. By default, the value is false. 

Returns 

Nothing.  

Remarks 

The page parameter can hold any HTML page identifier specified by the developer for 
use in a module.  

A well-formed Javascript text held in the onLoad parameter should not contain double 
quotes.  

Include:  pm.php.  

pm_isset_gpc 

Checks whether the specified variable is present in the array of parameters passed in 
to a script via GET, POST, or COOKIE HTML method.  
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Syntax 

pm_isset_gpc ($name)  

Parameters 

name 

      A string value that specifies the name of a variable to look in the array of 
parameters set via GET, POST, or COOKIE.  

Returns 

A boolean  value. Is true if the specified variable is set in the array of parameters  
passed in to a script via GET, POST, or COOKIE. false otherwise.  

Include:  pm.php.  

pm_ldate 

Returns the specified date in the format defined in the $def_date_format global 
variable. 

Syntax 

pm_ldate ($timestamp, $format, $gmdate)  

Parameters 

timestamp 

      A string value with the specified time. Optional. Is equal to the current time by 
default.  

format 

      A string value with the format of the time passed in. By default, the string is empty.  

gmdate  

      A boolean value that is true if the resulting time should be GMT (Greenwich Mean 
Time), false otherwise. Is false by default.  

Returns 

A string value with the date formatted according to the mask stored in the 

$def_date_format  global variable.  
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Remarks 

If the format parameter is empty, the format of the $def_date_format   global 
variable will be applied.  

Include:  pm.php.  

pm_ldatetime 

Returns the specified date in the format defined in the $def_datetime_format 

global variable. 

Syntax 

pm_ldatetime ($timestamp, $format, $gmdate)  

Parameters 

timestamp 

      A string value with the specified time. Optional. Is equal to the current time by 
default.  

format 

      A string value with the format of the time passed in. By default, the string is empty.  

gmdate  

      A boolean value that is true if the resulting time should be GMT (Greenwich Mean 
Time), false otherwise. Is false by default.  

Returns 

A string value with the timestamp formatted according to the mask stored in the 

$def_datetime_format  global variable.  

Remarks 

If the format parameter is empty, the format of the $def_datetime_format   global 
variable will be applied.  

Include:  pm.php.  
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pm_link_button 

Returns the HTML formatted code used to represent a link button HTML element on 
the HTML page. 

Syntax 

pm_link_button ($name, $conhelp, $href, $enabled, $tabindex, 

$new_window, $lock)  

Parameters 

name 

      A string value with the link button name.  

conhelp 

      A string value with the context help index for this button. By default, this parameter 
holds an empty space.  

href 

      A string value with a reference to the specified URL. By default, this parameter 
holds ó#ô, which means that a click on this link button will open the same page on which 
this link is clicked.  

enabled 

      A boolean value with the button status. Is set to true if the button is enabled, false 
otherwise. The default value is true. 

tabindex 

      A boolean value that is true if the button should have a tab index on the form, false 
otherwise. The default value is false.  

new_window 

      A boolean value that is true if a click on this button should open URL in a new 
window of a browser, false otherwise. The default value is false.  

lock 

      A boolean value that is true if the button is locked, false otherwise. The default 
value is true.  

Returns 

A string value that holds the HTML formatted code of the link buttonôs representation 
on the HTML page.  

Remarks 




