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About This Document 

This part of Plesk API RPC documentation describes in detail the programming means 
provided by Plesk API. 

Á Chapter Before Using Reference (see page 10) contains information required for 
proper reading of the reference sections. 

Á Chapter Representation of Object Descriptors (see page 16) explains in detail what 
object descriptors are and how they are implemented in the API RPC protocol. 

Á Chapter Supported Operations explains which Plesk objects can be managed 
programmatically via API RPC, how this can be done, and what particular 
operations are allowed to different kinds of Plesk users.  

Á Chapter API RPC Versions (see page 968) contains references on what XML 
Schemas are used for each API RPC operation depending on the API RPC version. 

Á Chapter Error Codes (see page 986) provides information on codes of the errors 
that may occur when using Plesk API RPC protocol. 

 
 

Typographical Conventions 

The following kinds of formatting in the text identify special information. 

Formatting convention Type of Information Example 

Special Bold Names of operators and 

operations. 

Go to the QoS tab. 

 Titles of chapters, sections, 
and subsections found in the 

other documents. 

Read the Basic Administration 

chapter. 

Italics Emphasizes the importance 
of a point, to introduce a term 
or to designate a command 
line placeholder, which is to 
be replaced with a real name 

or value. 

The system supports the so 
called wildcard character 

search. 

C H A P T E R  1  

Preface 
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Monospace  The names of commands, 
files, and directories. 

The license file is located in 
the 
httpdo cs/common/licens

es  directory. 

Preformatted  On-screen computer output 
in your command-line 
sessions; source code in 
XML, C++, or other 

programming languages. 

# ls ïal /files  

total 14470  

Preformatted Bold  What you type, contrasted 
with on-screen computer 

output. 

# cd /root/rpms/php  

CAPITALS Names of keys on the 
keyboard and names of 
operations on the title page of 

an operator. 

SHIFT, CTRL, ALT 

KEY+KEY Key combinations for which 
the user must press and hold 
down one key and then press 

another. 

CTRL+P, ALT+F4 

Feedback 

If you have found a mistake in this guide, or if you have suggestions or ideas on how to 
improve this guide, please send your feedback to userdocs@swsoft.com. Please 
include in your report the guide's title, chapter and section titles, and the fragment of 
text in which you have found an error. 

mailto:userdocs@swsoft.com
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This section contains information required for proper reading of the reference sections.  

Á The XSD Representation Conventions (on page 10) section explains designations 
used in graphical representation of XML objects described in the current document. 

Á The Data Types (on page 10) section contains classification of object types 
described in the current document. 

Á The How to Analyze API RPC Schema (on page 12) section explains how to read 
an XSD schema using user agents or text editors. This can be helpful, if you want 
to create a valid packet according only to XSD files. 

In this chapter: 

XSD Representation Conventions ................................................................... 10 
Data Types .................................................................................................... 10 
How to Analyze API RPC Schema .................................................................. 12 

 
 

XSD Representation Conventions 

The protocol functionality is described using an XSD schema. This document uses 
Altova XMLSpy rules and agreements to represent the scheme graphically. For details 
on the rules and agreements, visit the following URL: 
http://www.altova.com/manual2007/XMLSpy/spyenterprise/contentmodelview.htm. 

Data Types 

Each node of the XML schema is of a specified type. For details on XML data types, 
visit the following URL: http://www.w3.org/TR/2001/REC-xmlschema-2-20010502/. 

In API Reference, a node can be of a simple or a complex type. If the type of the node 
is complex and has a name, the name of the type is followed by a filename. The 
filename specifies the file where the type is located. If the type is not named, it is called 
complex in the reference. If the type is simple, it can be a standard type or its 
modification. A list of standard simple types presented in the following table. 

Type Definition Examples 

string Sequence of 1..255 characters mytext , a, ppp  

short Integer numbers from -2^15 to 2^15-
1 * 

- 167 , 2880 , 310  

C H A P T E R  2  

Before Using Reference 

http://www.altova.com/manual2007/XMLSpy/spyenterprise/contentmodelview.htm
http://www.w3.org/TR/2001/REC-xmlschema-2-20010502/
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Type Definition Examples 

integer Integer numbers from -2^31 to 2^31-
1 

- 16007 , 211880 , 310010  

unsignedInt Integer numbers from 0 to 2^32-1 1670031 , 3321455232  

unsignedLong Integer numbers from 0 to 2^64-1 44322344432  

long Integer numbers from -2^63 to 2^63-

1 

184467440737095516  

base64 Base64-encoded arbitrary binary 
data 

GTrRddxXRGgh== 

boolean Binary-valued logic legal literals true , false , 1, 0 

byte Integer numbers from -128 to 127 1, 0, 126 , 100  

date Calendar date. Format YYYY-MM-
DD 

May the 31st, 1999 is: 1999 - 05- 31 

dateTime Specific instant of time. ISO 8601 
extended format YYYY-MM-

DDThh:mm:ss 

1:20 pm on May the 31st, 1999 for 
Eastern Standard Time which is 5 
hours behind Coordinated Universal 

Time (UTC) looks as follows: 

1999 - 05- 31T13:20:00 - 05:00  

none Nodes of this type do not contain any 
data (so-called blank nodes) 

 

anySimple Any simple type except none 123 , mytext , example123string  

* - the number y^n is the number y raised to n-th power. 
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How to Analyze API RPC Schema 

The following instructions can help you analyze an XML API schema.  

 

If you use API RPC 1.4.0.0 or higher: 

Á Start with the main agent_input.xsd  schema. It lists all supported operator 
elements within the packet element. For example, 

Á  

 

 

On the above figure, complex data type RequestPacketType lists all operator 
elements supported in API RPC 1.4.0.0. These operators are: server, client, 
domain, etc. Each operator has a matching request data type (the type attribute). 
This data type describes the structure of the operator.  

To see the structure of a certain operator, you need to find the low-level 'input' 

schema where its data type is defined. File agent_input.xsd  lists all subsequent 

schemas as follows: 


